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 History of HIV in Uganda

 Introduction to Rakai 
Health Science Program









 In January 1985
- A medical team:

(Drs Nelson Sewankambo, Roy Mugerwa,  
Bob Downing , Ann Bailey and 
David Serwadda)

- Clinical examination on 
medical ward and 
clinical sample taken

- Kitovu Hospital, Masaka referral 
Hospital and Kalisizo health center , 
Rakai 

Masaka Hospital

Kitovu Hospital

Kalisizo Hospital
Kalisizo Hospital



Why rural Rakai?     
An HIV epicenter

D Serwadda, N Sewankambo et al first 
identified “slim disease” patients in Rakai in 

1985.



 1986-Proposal to study 
dynamics of HIV 
transmission  sent to CDC

 1987-Dr Jonathan Kaplan, 
CDC sends proposal to 
USAID Washington D.C

 1987 USAID contact Dr 
Maria Wawer, Columbia 
Univ., as possible 
collaborator on this study 



 Dr Stan Musgrave
Research fellow, Columbia

University 

 Dr David Serwadda
Makerere University

 Mr Semiyanga
Driver

 Ms Rose Mirembe,
Administrative Assistant 



 Rakai Project -1988
- Start operation based 

from Uganda
- Virus Research Institute 

with three people, Dr Stan 
Musgrave technical 
advisor, Mr Semiyaga, 
driver and Ms Rose 
Mirembe, secretary

 Field work-Rakai-1989
- First field work started in  

1989 



Community Cohort:
•~ 1,200 adults

Rakai



 All activities were initially 
conducted in Milano Inn in 
Kyotera town

Rakai Lab, 1989
1989





 In 2004 the Rakai Project 
had been in existence for 
about 15 years with a 
diverse research portfolio

 Project have a defined 
period of time~5yrs

 2004-Rakai Project 
renamed Rakai Health 
Science Program



1994

2004

1994

2004
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